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OBJECTIVES

1) To understand ATS patterns and trends 
of availability and use in Vietnam

2) To use the data to inform discussion and 
design of intervention activities



Section A - Findings from Arrest, Seizure & 
Forensic Data between 2005-2010



ATS forensic analysis



ATS related cases



ATS cases types between 2005 - 2010



Key Informant interviews

1/ Ward Police

2/ Emergency / Hospital

3/ Bar / nightclub owners/manager



Section B – Awareness survey among 
school and university students in 5 cities



Percentage of students from school 
and university who have ever heard of ATS?



Affects of ATS?



Perception of ATS availability in the community



Reported ATS use by students is VERY low

Reported use of 
different ATS 

School students University Student

Number % Number %

Methamphetamine 
tablets

57 1 36 0.9

Estasy 92 1.6 28 0.7

Ice 65 1.1 18 0.4



Provision of ATS information in the community?



What specifically would help protect 
communities against ATS?



Section C - ATS awareness, use and potential 
implications for individual and public health



Total number of participants recruited from 
each risk group per city

HIGH RISK GROUP HANOI DANANG HCMC TOTAL

Heroin Users 100 70 101 271

MSM 100 70 100 270

FSWs 100 70 100 170

Taxi Drivers/Construction 
Workers

0 70 100 170

Bar Goers 0 70 100 170

ATS users (only in Ha Noi) 200 0 0 200

TOTAL 500 350 501 1,351



Awareness of different types of ATS among 
different risk groups



Risk groups in Ha Noi knew the effects of Ecstasy

Effect of Ecstasy
Heroin 
User MSM FSW

ATS 
User

Increased Energy 84.8 91.4 73.9 83.8

Irregular heart beat 76.8 88.2 76.8 75.9

Hallucinations 79.8 92.5 89.9 94.8

Depression 27.3 50.5 34.8 38.2

Increased feeling of excitement 84.8 96.8 79.7 91.1

Increased sexual desire 63.6 87.1 75.4 75.9

Longer lasting sexual intercourse 81.8 79.6 71 73.3

Increased chance of sexual risk behaviour 53.5 75.3 42 40.8

Sleeplessness 68.7 77.4 69.6 70.2

Decrease appetite 66.7 72 62.3 72.3

Violent or uncontrolled behaviour 60.2 71 65.2 45.5



Risk group in Ho Chi Minh City believed effects of 
Ecstasy or Ice on sexual desire, prolonged sexual 

experience and influence on unsafe sexual practices



Risk groups in Da Nang believed Ecstasy use could lead to 
experiencing hallucinations or short or long term 

depression



The range and average number of ATS users that 
participants reported were in their social network



Prevalence of ATS use (percentage) by type of ATS 
across different risk groups in Viet Nam

TYPE OF 
ATS PWUDs MSM FSW ATS users

Taxi Drivers 
or 

Construction 
Workers

Bar Goers

Methampheta- 
mine tablets 28 10.7 21.4 47.5 17 22.4

Ecstasy 77 81.5 54.4 85.5 75 85.8

ICE 80.7 57.4 57.8 93.5 54 61.2



Frequency of using Ecstasy in the last 90 days



Frequency of using Ice in the last 90 days



Location of ATS use



Knowledge and experience of ATS injection

• “I have not seen anyone injecting ecstasy, but I saw my 
friend injecting ice… he melted it into liquid and 
injected… I saw his vein when injecting… then he felt 
high” (Male, construction worker, Danang)

• “they melt ice in a glass box, let cool and inject it… 
heroin users like to inject whatever they want to try… 
methamphetamine is injectable but not ecstasy and 
ketamine”(Male, heroin user, Hanoi)



Section D - Recommendations

Recommendations 
 related to Government 

 policies and legal 
 frameworks required 

 to respond to ATS 
 issues in Viet Nam



Section D - Recommendations

Recommendations 
 related to Law 

 Enforcement:
‐

 
Supply reduction;

‐
 

Police Training and 
 Capacity Building.



Section D - Recommendations

Recommendations 
 related to the Health 

 Sector



Section D - Recommendations

Recommendations for 
 school and university 

 based prevention 
 activities.

Recommendations 
 related to Risk Groups.



THANK YOU 
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