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1. OVERVIEW



CULTIVATION

Lao PDR – up 

Myanmar – up

Thailand – up 



CULTIVATION – SE Asia



CULTIVATION – Global



YIELD

Lao PDR – same 

Myanmar – up

Thailand – same 



PRODUCTION

Lao PDR – up 

Myanmar – up

Thailand – up 

= 16% global 
production

• increased Ha

• increased yield



ERADICATION

Lao PDR – down 

Myanmar – up

Thailand – up 



PRICES

Lao PDR – up 

Myanmar – slightly down

Thailand – n/a 



2. LAO PDR



LAO PDR – Helicopter survey 

• Helicopter survey

• Sample sites

• 6 provinces

• Northern Lao PDR



LAO PDR – Cultivation 

Cultivation = 3,000 ha

Production = 18 mt



3. MYANMAR



Satellite Survey 

• Detailed satellite 
images

• Statistical sampling 
approach

• Systematic field 
verification of all 
satellite images

• Socio-economic 
survey of villages



Cultivation 



Cultivation 



FOOD SECURITY

Percentage of 
households that had 
enough rice for 12 

months



Reasons for farmers to grow poppy

Est. # households involved in poppy cultivation 
= 224,000

Subsistence



% of income derived from opium poppy 
cultivation

Est. # households involved in poppy cultivation (2009) 
= 224,000

2003 = 70%

2008 = 20%

2009 = 43%



Total average income of households in 
Shan State (US$/year) asked for 2009

Opium 
farmers 
poorer than 
non-opium 
farmers



Sources of income – Shan State villages (2010)

Poppy village Non-poppy village



Many farmers who stopped 
growing poppy

Est. # households involved in poppy cultivation (2009) 
= 224,000

• Had to purchase food on credit

• Had to borrow food

• Had to rely on relatives / friends



Food security

Poppy village Non-poppy village



4. 
CONCLUSIONS



1. Opium problem getting more severe

2. Food security has deteriorated

3. Insecurity – conflict prevents access

4. Poverty also impacting environmental 
change – timber harvesting, NTFP

5. Few international organizations engaging in 
Shan State on food insecurity and poverty

6. Solutions must involve emergence of peace

7. Funding required

Conclusions



THANK YOU

www.apaic.org

www.unodc.org/eastasiaandpacific
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